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prouder. I wonder what the decoration will be, " Of a
high class;" yaguo. It might bo Alexander Newsky.
Yon know you haye a right, whatever your decoration, to
have it expressed, of course at your own expense, in bril-
liants. I confess I have my weaknesses. I should like to
get over to the Academy dinner (one can do anything in
these days of railroads) and dine with the R. A.s in my
ribbon and the star of the Alexander Newsky in brilliants.
I think every Academician would feel elevated. What I
detest are their Semitic subjects, nothing but drapery.
They cover even their heads in those scorching climes.
Can anyone make anything of a caravan of pilgrims ? To
be sure, they say no one can draw a camel. If I went to
Jerusalem a camel would at last be drawn. There is
something in that. We must think over these things, and
when the Prince has gone talk it over with Madame Phoe-
bus. I wish you all to come to a wise decision, without
the slightest reference to my individual tastes or, it may
be, prejudices.'

The result of all this was that Mr. Phoebus, without
absolutely committing himself, favourably entertained the
general proposition of the Russian Court; while, with
respect to their particular object in art, he agreed to visit
Palestine and execute at least one work for his Imperial
Mend and patron. He counted on reaching Jerusalem
before the Easter pilgrims returned to their homes,

* If they would make me a Prince at once and give me
the Alexander Newsky in brilliants it might be worth
thinking of,' he said to Lothair.

The ladies, though they loved their isle, were quite
delighted with the thought of going to Jerusalem. Ma-
dame Phoebus knew a Russian Grand Duchess who had
boasted to her that she had been both to Jerusalem and
Torquay, and Madame Phoebus had felt quite ashamed
that she ha/1 been to neither.